DRIED FLOWERS

TEMN BEST ANNUAL FLOWERS TO DRY
Armaranth (Amaranifuy caudainy: A, craentuy)
Ammobium or winged everlasting (Ammobiwnr aiafm)

fevow; This accordion-style drying rack is ideal Celosia argentea cultivars
for processing smaller batches of annuals. which -
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Sefarng viridis (Or any @rasses or grains)

WHEN TO HARVEST

Statice (Limanitm sinuatum) o= s
Berthany points ourt that ics possible to dry

shirley poppy [(Papaver rhoeas) :
¥ POpPEY (i T any fresh flower, but certain ones are better

1 2 ~El - '..|.| II._.a.._ll. P
Strawflower (Xerachrysum bracteatunt) suited to the process. The harwest stage for

drying varies depending on the plant, so the
_ _ _ o _ grower will nead to experiment with what is
Renewed interest in dried lowers has inspired florists ideal for each flower. One tip: 1f you let your
interested in sustainable sourcing practices and flower bloom to its absolute mature stage,
growers eager to extend their season beyond the % nealabbe e ald 15 dise 2ted vl Tikels
first frost of autumn. A visit to Charles Little & Co., shatter during the process,
in Eugene, Oregon, reveals an almost endless variety

HOW TO DRY

Maturally dried botanicals require heat,

of everlastings-everything from Ammobium {also

known as "winged everlasting,” with tiny daisv-like
flowers) to yarrow {w ithits flat “'I“I“—"‘J- umbsel form) good air circulation, and time. Gather fresh
. : . . flowers into tied bunches and hang them

hangs from the rafters inside their magnificent barn, _ A
g i i upside down for three to six weeks until dry.
a satistying array of cut flowers that provide :-»l'l{'.ll-f::' g

long after they've been harvested. Echineps, or globe

_ o _ PRESERVE COLORFASTMESS
thistle, 15 a bestseller, valued for its modern, orb-like Eventually, all dried flowers will fade, but

form and its intense blue hue, even when dried drying them in the dark ensures longer-

According to Bethany, it's okay to combine dried
and fresh stems in water when used for event work

such as wedding centerpieces or a bridal bouguet,

lasting pigments. Store dried floral invencory
im a box, away from sunlight amd in a bug-

free environment

Crtherwise, insert the dried flowers with stems curt
short enough to not touch the vase water ot a fresh
flower arrangement.

There is nothing more sustainable than finding a

At dett fromm dop A harvest basket and ceramic
new use for a flower that you may have in excess, urnstand ona workbench, collecring pine-

L

ishable, appealing to designers who want o produce a

cones, buds, pods, and seedheads—all gathered

1arles points out. Once dried, it's no longer as per-

froom the grounds and used to embellish the
wresiths sold ar Charles Litele & Cols Farm
pacs . i _ ; ol stand. Charles halds bunches of strawflowers
swag, spray.or wreath and not worry about its shelflife. : .
= : - le's ome of the farm’s most popular crops, sold in
the summer months as a fresh flower and then

later in che fall and winter, aca dried flower
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